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Then arose a furious fight between the two
parties, in the midst of which Chikara, leading his
men through the garden, broke into the back of
the house; and Kotsuke no Suke, in terror of his
life, took refuge, with his wife and female serv-
ants, in a closet in the verandah; while the rest of
his retainers, who slept in the barrack outside
the house, made ready to go to the rescue. But
the Ronins who had come in by the front door,
and were fighting with the ten retainers, ended
by overpowering and slaying the latter without
losing one of their own number; after which,
forcing their way bravely towards the back rooms,
they were joined by Chikara and his men, and the
two bands were united in one.

By this time the remainder of Kotsuke no
Suke's men had come in, and the fight became
general; and Kuranosuke, sitting on a camp-stool,
gave his orders and directed the Ronins. Soon the
inmates of the house perceived that they were
no match for their enemy, so they tried to send
out intelligence of their plight to Uyesugi Sama,
their lord's father-in-law, begging him to come
to the rescue with all the force at his command.
But the messengers were shot down by the archers
whom Kuranosuke had posted on the roof. So no
help coming, they fought on in despair. Then
Kuranosuke cried out with a loud voice: "Kotsuke
no Suke alone is our enemy; let someone go in-
side and bring him forth dead or alive!"